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Housekeeping

We will leave 10-15 minutes at the end of this session for Q&A. Throughout the webinar, you 
can put your questions into the Q&A/chat functions and some may be answered in real time.

We will share instructions for claiming Continuing Education (CE) credit at the end of this 
webinar and via email within 48 hours.

You will receive the recording of this webinar via email within 48 hours

You can also access the webinar slides and recording from the Dementia Care Aware 
website and YouTube channel.
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Warmline:
1-800-933-1789

A provider support and 
consultation service that 
connects primary care 
teams with Dementia 
Care Aware experts

DementiaCareAware.org   DCA@ucsf.edu

Trainings:
• Online Training, e.g., 

Cognitive Health 
Assessment training

• Monthly Webinars
• Podcasts

Interactive Case 
Conferences:

• UCLA and UCI 
ECHO 
conferences - 
Sign up now!

Practice change 
support:

•UCLA Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Care 
Program
• Alzheimer’s 
Association Health 
Systems

Dementia Care Aware Program Offerings
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Our Training
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Screening for Dementia: The Cognitive Health Assessment (CHA)
Goal: Screen Patients Over Age 65 Annually (Who Don’t Have a Pre-existing Diagnosis of Dementia)
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Learning Objectives

• Learn about new disease modifying therapies that are 
available for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease

• Briefly review key disparities in the dementia care 
landscape and how they are relevant to these new 
therapies

• Discuss three strategies for addressing disparities
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Disclosures

Dr. Windon:

• I have received grant funding from the Alzheimer’s 
Association and the National Institutes of Health

• I have received an honorarium and a consulting fee from 
the American Academy of Neurology and LCN, 
respectively 

Dr. Chodos: None
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Novel Therapies for Alzheimer’s Disease 
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Timeline of Novel Therapies 

Zhang, Nature, 2023

Donanemab 
FDA Approval?
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How do Novel Therapies Work?

Leisher, CNS Drugs, 2023 Sevigny, Nature, 2016
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How Effective are Novel Therapies?

Van Dyck, Nature, 2023



13

How Effective are Novel Therapies?
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Who can Receive Novel Therapies?

Cummings, JPAD, 2023
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A Definition of Health Disparities 

Health disparities

Higher burden of illness, injury, 
disability or mortality experienced by 

one group relative to another

Healthcare disparities

Differences between groups in health 
insurance coverage, access to/use of 

care, and quality of care

Health inequities – systematic differences in the health of groups and communities 
occupying unequal positions in society that are avoidable
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Disparities in Prevalence of Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia

• Clinical Alzheimer’s Dementia is more than 2x as 
common among African American and 1.5x as 
common among Latino individuals

• Black and Latino individuals have the highest 
incidence of clinical Alzheimer’s Disease

• There are no signs of progress in reduction of these 
disparities

o The magnitude of these disparities in dementia risk 
persisted across 2000-2016

Mayeda, Alz & Dementia, 2016
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Disparities in the Future of Alzheimer’s Dementia

Rajan, Alz & Dementia, 2016 Credit: US Census Bureau
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Disparities in the Future of Alzheimer’s Dementia

Credit: UCSF Health Workforce Research Center
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Disparities in Diagnosis of Clinical Alzheimer’s Disease

Credit: Elena Tsoy

Underdiagnosis is highly prevalent (up to 60% in 
high-income countries)

Under diagnosis differs by group  
• Underrepresented populations are less likely to receive a 

diagnosis

Diagnostic evaluation comprehensiveness and 
timeliness of diagnosis differs by group  
• Underrepresented populations are less likely to receive all 

recommended workup components  

• Underrepresented populations are less likely to receive a 
diagnosis at earlier levels of impairment
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Disparities in Dementia Specialist Care Delivery

Lewis, Neurology, 2023
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Disparities in Dementia Specialist Care Delivery

Lewis, Neurology, 2023
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How Could New Therapies Drive Inequities? 

Credit: USC Schaeffer Center
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Diagnosis Timeliness and Disease Progression

Drew, Nature, 2018
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Who can Receive Novel Therapies

Cummings, JPAD, 
2023
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DCA Cognitive Health Assessment: 3 Keys

Cummings, JPAD, 2023
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What About Those Not Eligible for New Therapies

Livingston,, Lancet, 2020
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DCA CHA: After a Positive Screen

Livingston,, Lancet, 2020
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DCA CHA: After a Positive Screen

Livingston,, Lancet, 2020
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Developing Better Therapies in the Future

Haeberlein, JPAD, 2022 Van Dyck, Nature, 2023
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Developing and Accessing Better Therapies in the Future

• Therapies in the Pipeline Target Amyloid, Tau, 
Vasculature, Inflammation, and many other 
targets

• Diverse delivery methods for therapies will 
increase access and improve compliance

• Early and accurate diagnosis will remain the 
first and most important step in consideration 
of therapies

Cummings, Alz & Dem, 2023
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• Not enough dementia care specialists are in practice to meet 
demands of the aging population

• >50% of PCPs report insufficient number of specialists in their 
geographic area to meet demand

• We need 3x the number of geriatricians by 2050 to meet 
current demand 

• Approximately 2.1 million individuals with MCI could progress 
to dementia and have therapy eligibility compromised 
between 2020-2040

(source Alzheimer’s Impact Report 2023)

A Shift in Dementia Care in the Future

Credit: Alzheimer’s Association
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A Shift in Dementia Care in the Future

Porsteinsson, JPAD, 2021
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Summary

• Novel therapies for Alzheimer’s Disease are currently available in clinic

• Additional therapies will continue to enter the clinical space rapidly

• Therapies slow progression but cannot reverse symptoms making initiation of therapies early 
in course of disease paramount

• Numerous disparities exist in Alzheimer’s and Dementia care. New therapies could worsen 
disparities. Early diagnosis can potentially circumvent some of these disparities

• Even if novel therapies are not pursued, utilizing DCA tools can make a difference in 
dementia care

• PCPs will assume a larger role in dementia care in the future as we seek to meet rapidly 
increasing demands for care
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News Articles Referenced

• https://health.usnews.com/conditions/brain-disease/alzheimers/new-treatments-for-alzheimers-
disease

• https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2023/07/18/a-new-treatment-for-alzheimers-
offers-hope-but-raises-questions-
too?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=17210591673&ppcadID=&utm_
campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversio

• https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/lilly-drug-slows-alzheimers-
progression-by-35-trial-2023-05-03/

• https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/29/health/lecanemab-alzheimers-drug.html

https://health.usnews.com/conditions/brain-disease/alzheimers/new-treatments-for-alzheimers-disease
https://health.usnews.com/conditions/brain-disease/alzheimers/new-treatments-for-alzheimers-disease
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2023/07/18/a-new-treatment-for-alzheimers-offers-hope-but-raises-questions-too?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=17210591673&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhr-IhN3LggMV9xqtBh3UEAc_EAAYASAAEgI6sPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2023/07/18/a-new-treatment-for-alzheimers-offers-hope-but-raises-questions-too?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=17210591673&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhr-IhN3LggMV9xqtBh3UEAc_EAAYASAAEgI6sPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2023/07/18/a-new-treatment-for-alzheimers-offers-hope-but-raises-questions-too?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=17210591673&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhr-IhN3LggMV9xqtBh3UEAc_EAAYASAAEgI6sPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2023/07/18/a-new-treatment-for-alzheimers-offers-hope-but-raises-questions-too?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&ppccampaignID=17210591673&ppcadID=&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhr-IhN3LggMV9xqtBh3UEAc_EAAYASAAEgI6sPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/lilly-drug-slows-alzheimers-progression-by-35-trial-2023-05-03/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/lilly-drug-slows-alzheimers-progression-by-35-trial-2023-05-03/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/29/health/lecanemab-alzheimers-drug.html
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For more information please contact:

Thank You

Charles.Windon@ucsf.edu



Have more questions? Get answers through our 
warmline @ 1-800-933–1789 or our support page.

Open your phone camera and scan 
the QR code to submit questions:

Or visit: www.dementiacareaware.org

Here are some examples.

Is the CHA 
covered for 

patients over 
age 65 who have 
Medicare, but not 

Medi-Cal?

What do 
I  prioritize after a 

positive CHA?

Can I use the CHA 
for a patient with 
limited literacy?

https://www.dementiacareaware.org/page/show/139535
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Step 1. Please complete our evaluation survey using the link provided  in the 
chat and a post-webinar email. Please select the correct link based on the credit 
type you are claiming.
• For this activity, we provide CME credits for MDs, NPs, APPs and PAs including AAFP (for family physicians)

• ABIM MOC (for internal medicine physicians).

• We also provide CAMFT credits, which in the state of California is approved, for Licensed Clinical Social worker, 
Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor, Marriage and Family Therapist, and Licensed Educational Psychologist

Step 2. Upon completing the evaluation survey, please scan a QR code or link to claim credit 
directly on the UCSF continuing education portal. :

o Use your phone camera to scan a QR code and tap the notification to open the link associated 
with the CME portal.

o Enter your first name, last name, profession, and claim 1 CE credit for the webinar.

How to claim Continuing Medical Education (CME) credit



Q&A
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